Salado Public Library

The Salado Public Library District has deep roots in the community, established through a
1998 election that predated the Village of Salado itself by two years. The district operates
within the same 134.36 square mile boundaries as the Salado Independent School District,
serving an estimated population of 10,000 people. This service area far exceeds the village
proper, which contains just 2,394 residents within its 2.8 square miles. To put this in
perspective, the library district serves 3.34 times more people than the village and covers
an area 47 times larger. This expansive reach means the district must leverage its sales tax
revenue, collected both within and beyond village limits, to serve this broader population.

As one of only 15 library districts in Texas supported by sales tax rather than property taxes,
the Salado Public Library District operates without placing any property tax burden on local
residents. The district maintains a strong financial position with no current debt.
Governance is provided by five elected board members who conduct monthly public
meetings, ensuring transparency through publicly available minutes, budgets, and annual
audits.

The library maintains high standards through its accreditation with the Texas State Library
and Archives Commission and alignment with Texas Library Association standards.
Community involvement is robust, with numerous volunteers and the Friends of the Salado
Public Library supporting various initiatives. These dedicated individuals assist with
outreach programs for all ages, help process and shelve books, and operate the Book Ends
used book shop.

Recent strategic planning efforts, including the 2020-2025 Strategic Plan, have highlighted
the need for expansion to match the area's remarkable growth. The local school district
exemplifies this trend, having grown 66% from 1,350 to 2,242 students between 2012 and
2021, with projections suggesting further growth to 4,150 students by 2031.

The library stands as a testament to the community's commitment to literacy, lifelong
learning, and cultural enrichment. It serves as an inclusive space that welcomes all
community members regardless of their background, fostering connections and common
ground among diverse populations.

Looking ahead, the library faces significant challenges, particularly in addressing growth
and technology needs. As Salado's population and commercial base expand rapidly, the
library must scale its materials, programs, staffing, and physical space accordingly.
Additionally, the library plays a crucial role in bridging the digital divide in this semi-rural
area, where internet access can be unreliable, by providing desktop computers, laptops,
and WiFi for public use.



